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consin and had given directions in case letters for them
should arrive to forward them. Then we were in great
straits; our money is nearly all gone, and it costs 12 dollars
for us both on the stage to Wisconsin. As we were en-
gaged in fruitless discussion on our condition, a countryman
of ours, named John Freuler of Ennethuehls came fo us;
we asked him if he could lend us this money until we could
find the experts, when we would send it back. He not
only was ready to loan it, but offered to travel with us al-
though he was at work here; we went ourselves in the even-
ing to see his employer, who did all in his power to induce
him to stay, but Freuler resolved to go with us. We had
to remain once more overnight with the cooper in Peru.
Peru was founded 8 years ago and is not large yet. The
Illinois River flows on one side of it and on the other is a
mountain. There is only one street through it, there are
two churches. It is believed that it will be an important
place when the canal now being built shall be completed,
which shall connect Peru with Chicago.

On the 4th my companions Grob and Freuler went out
about a mile to engage a farmer if possible who would carry
us for less money than the stage, but the farmer had other
uses for his horses and another asked 30 dollars. So we
found it best to take the stage, where we each paid $3.18.
At 8 A. M., we left in an old stage which ought long since
to have been retired; besides us three there was a gentle-
man, his wife and son; we rode in this ancient chest about
16 miles where the horses and stage were changed, but such
a miserable conveyance, a farmer’s wagon with a torn
cover of the kind that gypsies use with us, and a road on
which God’s mercy was needed; the horses were changed
every five hours; for these, it is a pity that they cannot run
on a Glarus road. In America everything is the opposite
of Switzerland,— here the horses excel those of the noblest
lord, but the most miserable beggarly vehicles; there, ele-
gant carriages, but mostly poor mean horses; when the
mail arrived at Glarus the horses nearly fell from exhaus-
tion; here, at the end of their stage, one could hardly hold



